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Re: Testimonyin Supportof Office of EconomicDevelopment’sInclusionin

Bill 15, ExecutiveOperatingBudget

Dear ChairpersonGarcia:

I write in strongsupportof the Office of EconomicDevelopment (OED) andrequestthat all fundsfor
the OED be maintainedasrequested in the administration’s FY20 JO budget. The OED hasbeen
extremelyimportant to communitiesthroughout Honolulu in stimulatingsmallbusinessesand building
communityby bringingtogetherbusinesses,non-profits, and individual residents and volunteers.

As a representativeofurban Honolulu, I have worked with the OED for 2 years and it was this City
agencythat had the visionto reachinto the urban settingand assistthe Makiki community with its first
RediscoverMakiki: Sunsetin the Park.

Throughthisjoint effort, theOED broughttogetherover 20 smallbusinesses,10 corporations,andmore
than 15 non-profitorganizationsand 10 state andcountyagenciesto: (I) raise awarenessaboutthevital
role of City parksand programsas well as the servicesprovided by businesses, non-profits and other
government agencies; (2) collaborate and put together a quality community recreational and educational
event that highlighted business and government’s efforts to achieve energy self-sufficiency and address
urban issues; and (3) raise funds for the operations of the Makiki Library, an all-volunteer organization
that provides valuable programs to thousands of residents in Makiki. Without the central convening
power ofthe OED, this kind of collaboration could never have occurred.

During these challenging fiscal times, it is critical to ensure private-public partnerships continue such as
those fostered by the OED between the City, non-profit organizations, and small businesses. The OED is
uniquely situated to assist and convene all these entities to leverage available resources within our local
economy. Thank you for this opportunity to provide this written testimony in support of the Office of
Economic Development.

Sincerely,

/~
Della Au Belatti
State Representative, District 25
State Capitol, Room 331
Honolulu, HI 96813
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